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Aboriginal and non-Aberiginal visual artists—Ray Thomas
(Gunnai tribe Gippsland Victoria), and Megan Evans,
collaborated with Aboriginal researcheriwriter Robert
Mate Mate {Wo binda/Berigaba tribe Qi land), to
research, design and create the ‘Another View' Walking
Trall. The artworks have been created as counterpoints
the selected sites and were designed and made
collaboratively by Ray and Megan unless otherwise stated,







Pagliament House

The natural environment of this site was a wyebo bunnul
(small hill) with underground springs, hence the name
Spring Street. This was the site where the Wurundjeri
people performed to the white man for the first time their
great national dance ‘Ngargee'. The performance was at
night, and was the Aborigine’s contribution to the
festivities held earfier in the day to commemorate the
birthday of Willlam IV on 21 August 18367

ARTWORK

The pavement mosaic is an interpretation of the painting
Ceremony (circa late 1890s)8 by William Barak the lasc
headman of the Woiworung people. The corroboree
figures signify this sice as a traditional ceremonial ground
and meeting place for the different wribes of the Kulin

nation, The Rainbow Serpent swallowing its tail symboli

. the and pls of the ‘Another View'
Walking Trail.
=

Olg Melbourne Gaol

This area was once part of the colonial place of suffering
known as Gallows Hill. The first prisoners executed by
public hanging in Melbourne on 20 January |842, were two
Tasmanian Aborigines named Maulboyhenner (fack) and
Devay (Robert).” Several thousand people in Melbourne
fiocked to witness the spectacle of the execution,

In 1839, George Aug Robl was appointed
the Chief Protector of Aborigines In Victoria. He brought
with him a group of Tasmanian Aborigines who would act
as go-betweens to persuade the Aborigines of Victoria to
move onto setdlements. Maulboyhenner and Devay were
members of this group, and had accompanied Robinson in

Tasmania where he had been instrumental in removing the
remaining Tasmanian Aborigines from their fand onto
Flinders Island in Bass Strait'®

Whilst in Victoria, Maulboyhenner and Devay left
Robinson and joined up with a group of Aborigines from
Westernport. They were skilled in the use of firearms and
c itted numerous attacks. Maulboyh and Devay

were arrested by the Aboriginal Police Corps and charged
with the murder of two ‘whalers at Western Port.!!

ARTWGRK

The metal poles display screenprinted images of the two
Tasmanian Aborigines hanged in 1842, These images are
repraduced from watercolours by Thomas Bock painted
three years before in 1837.12 The wooden poles describe
the scene at the execution with text extracts from the
Chranicles of Early Melbourne.

=
Fodmer Site of Batman'’s Grave

But@in’s grave is now in Fawkner Cemetery

A eumemmering (creek) originally ran through this area.
Today it stll flows under Eiizabeth Swreet and into the
Yarra River, This area was known as a place where
Aborigines obrained millanganda tabrotong (white clay)
for ceremonial purposes. The men would mark their
bodies with the clay, and the whiteness was highlighted in
the campfires giving a dramatic effect w the dance.

This site became the second European cemetery In
Melbourne and John Batman was buried here [n 1839, In
1881, this monument was erected with an inscription
referring 1o the land selected for settlement as being
‘unoccupled'. In 1992, the City of Melbourne placed an

ddi | plaque ach ledging that prior to colonisation
‘the land was inhabited and used by Aboriginal people’,




aff Gardens—Pioneer Monument

This gingin buller (hill) was once an Aboriginal burial site
and a lockout point from where the Aborigines first
observed the white setters sailing up Pore Phillip Bay in
1835. In 1836 the first Melbourne settlers were buried
here and It became known as Burial Hill. The child William
Goodman was the first white person to be buried here,
followed by the pastoralist Charles Franks and his
shepherd, who were killed by Aborigines using
tomahawks.!? The Pioneer Monument was erected over
~ thirty years later in memory of these firse setders.

“The impact of a sustained European ‘{m’A;cnu- on the
Kulin people was sudden and arm.w«;;dm st
the Aborigines were at a dé‘l!"d’mmagc, The'very
location at which Mdbuun‘\c\;z.« created struck at the
heare of the Aboriginal trhdl;ig;ud lifestyle. The ared
had previously been o meeting ;ruund for. the member
clans of the Kulin and it was now virrually‘ bmcd 0
them.t As the settlers grew in number and .;[ficnd Omt

#‘ 0
withi, their a:#m-p and catele, more and more dreds
lv<gix'mi- off. Jkrnixx for the Aborigines, The unlgn"“imd‘é‘

ghitzed! on many of the plants ‘that weré traditional

st;(yc\r‘! of fdod, and also disrupred r}u,!’\dhh‘y/o[ the

‘,}.;._54. i -

g
ative animals. It soon became much havder to acquire

foodizin the uswal fashion. Nncreasingly, there were

canflices b Eurdpes o nd Aborighies conflics
U N p73 1

which infllxe"lang%m the Abovigings conld not fiip,/‘f“f-"

The Aberiginal pop declined rapidly in the
years following European settlement. This was due to a
number of factors, Including death from Introduced
P such as pull y disease, dy Y
venereal disease and smallpox.!S Aborigines also died
brutally at the hands of white sectlers for trespassing on
the fand to obtain food, they were shot at for ‘sport’ and
set upon by trained dogs.'s There was alse a drastic
reduction in the birthrate. Willam Thomas (Assistant
Protector and faver the Guardian of the Aborigines)
suggested in his reports, that infanticide was increasingly
practised as the Aborigines came to feel that there was no
point in having children when they had been deprived of
their land.!”
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ARTWORK
These three boxes are a symbolic representation of the
lationship b the eary pi and the local

Aborigines, Miniature replica paintings of early settlers are
taken from photographs of the artist's ancestors. The red
ribbons are symbolic of the sinews and veins of all people
connected with the land. The text on the glass is taken
frem Liam Davison’s book The White Worran,'8

Artwaork by Megan Evans




felbourne Remand Centre

Since the beginning of European occupation, the labour of
Aboriginal women and men was often exploited to
contribute to the development of Australian industry and
the building of this nation. From |798 Aboriginal women
along the southern Victorian coast were kidnapped by
sealers and taken to the islands in Bass Strait. Here they
worked long hours In the whaling industry—catching,
skinning seals and rendering the fat. The profits of these
labours contributed to the NSW economy through the
exports of the skins to China.*

In the mid 1800s the Immigration Barracks was located
on this site. It housed women from the United Kingdom
who had come to Australia in response to advertisements

' promising a better life In the ‘new’ country. Treatment in

the Barracks was strict while women waited for work
opportunities as d ic servants. Employers plained
that the women were choosy in selecting jobs and often
stayed in the Barracks in preference to a life of hardship in
the bush. Aboriginal girls were also sent to out-stations to
work for European couples for liwle or no remuneration,
The purpose was to assimilate the girls Into European
culture and to breed out the Aborigine, in the hope that
they would lead a 'better life’.

ARTWORK

Students from the Victorian College of the Arts, Lucy
Tancredi, Kirsten Lacy and Lorrae Head have created two
mosalc pieces In consultation with the artists and residents
from the Gallamble Men's Recovery Centre. The work is a
personal response from the students to the broad issues
of the ‘Another View' Walking Trail project.

pr—Collins and Spencer Streets

This area was once covered with she-oak trees and was
traditionally the borderline between the Woiworung and
the Bunurong tribes of the Kulin nation. Members of the
Kulin nation were governed by two social totems, Bunjil
the Eagle Hawk and Waang the Crow. Each tribe also had
their own insignia. The Woiworung tribe were known as
the coograballuk (possum skinned people). and the
Bunurong tribe were the boonatallung (kangaroo
skinned people). Both tribes wore possum skinned cloaks
and would marlk their totems on the inside of their cloaks.
The cleaks were highly valued because of the work put
into making them.
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Giown of Backelias: 1857 A Fauckary

John Batman bulle his house In this vicinity, now the
Spencer Stweet Raillway staton and yards. Batman is
known as one of the pioneers of settlement at Port Phillip.
He had sailed from Tasmania (Van Dieman's Land) with the
purpose of acquiring land in the Port Phillip region. On the
6 June 1835 he signed che Treaty of Doutta Galla and
Geelong with the Ngurungetti (head men) of the
Wathaurung tribe, In return for land, the Aborigines
received blankets, knives, tomahawks, |ooking-glasses,
scissors, handkerchiefs, clothing and flour.?®

One purpose of the treaty was to persuade the
governments in Sydney and London that Batman would
treat the local Aborigines fairly, so that the new

der initiated by independent landi s should be
sanctioned2! After signing the treaty Batman salled back
to Tasmania and left written authority with the holding
party “to put off any person or persons that may trespass
on the land | have purchased from the natives”.2

Next year the British Government disallowed the
purchase, holding that the land was not occupied by a
sertled people and was therefore terra nullius (belonging o
no one); the Aborigines therefore had no tite to it and it
belonged to the Crown. At the same time, Batman had
not realised that according to Aboriginal traditions, the

Le Trube Cobectin Siata Library of Victor

tribes were merely custodians of the fand and could not
sell e

ARTWORK

The painted electricity box and pavement mosaic illustrate
John Batman's original house {from & water colour by
Liardet) and the artists’ representation of the kangaroo
and possum Insignia’s of the Woiworung and the Bunurong
wribes,

onal Mutual Plaza
Pascoe Fawkner and John Batman
statues
.

At the time that Batman and Fawkner were establishing
themselves on the land that is now known as Melbourne,
the British Government and the Anti Slavery Society was
intent on civilising the Aborigines. Having achieved it’s aim
of abolishing slavery throughout the British Empire, the
Society turned its attention to the native peoples in British
colonies. Christianity was seen as the natural means to
civilising the Aboriginal people.2®

The first mission station was set up in 1837, and
Aboriginal adults were provided with food in return for a
few hours labour. and their children with lessons and
three meals a day. The mission failed and was replaced in
1839 by the Aboriginal Protectorate led by George
Augustus Robi His four Assistant P 5, who
were appointed In England, had no experience with
Australian Aborigines. Each was allotted a district, and
thelr first duty was to travel throughout their districts and
win the confidence of the Aborigines in the hope of
converting them to Christianity and persuading them not
to interfere with the incoming pastoral setders, Later the
Protectors tried to persuade the Aborigines to setde on
fixed stations and learn a trade or how to cultivate the




soll, But despite the disruption of their craditional way of
life by the spread of pastoral sewlement, the Aborigines
held strongly to their traditional patterns of movement
and resisted the Protectorate settlements.®

The Protectorate could not prevent clashes between
Aborigines and the settlers nor the hostile action against
the Aborigines by other government officers. By |848, the
Protectorate had clearly failled. |t had been given lictle
encouragement by the Government, most settlers bitterly
opposed it and the press (except for Fawkner's paper the
Port Phillip Patriot) were very critical. The prevailing view
weas that the Aborigines would soon die out.?S

ARTWORK
The traditional Aboriginal pattern work on the poles
represents all the Aboriginal tribes. The bones symbolise
the effect of colonisation on the Aberiginal people and the
ribbons the blood lines of both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal people.

Look carefully to find the Aboriginal faces.

commemorating the landing site of
John Batman in 1835

It was near this site that Simon, a member of the
Wourundijeri clan with other local Aborigines, is said to
have threatened to kill the whites at the serlement on
October 18, 18352 In March 1838 the setdements first
race meeting was held over two days on a course not far
away, marked out near the present Spencer Street Railway
Station. It was a primitive affair with two drays lashed

gether to make the grandstand. After the 1839 race, at
a meeting held in Fawkner’s nearby hotel in Market Street,
it was decided to move the race to a better site—at
Flemington, later the site of the VRC racecourse and the

famous Melbourne Cup.2’

Many years later in 1876, a thirteen year old
Aboriginal schoolboy called Peter substituted for jockey
Tommy Hales in the Melbourne Cup, and rode the winner
‘Briseis' a three year old black filly. Peter lived with his
adopted father Jim Wilson, owner of the St Albans Stud
Farm near Geelong, and he became the youngest person
to win a national turf event.2

Note in referance to the inscription on the large plaque. There is
some doubt as to whether Basvan was with the party that rowed up the
Yarra River in 1835 and whedher they landed on this side of the Yarra River:
On 'Batman's map’ the Millage” is marked on the south side of the river.

ARTWORK

This pavement mosaic depicts the figure of Simon (taken
from a lithograph by A Gould) and the horse race that was
the forerunner of the Melbourne Cup. Notice also the
reappearance of the Ralnbow Serpent and the red ribbon
symbolising both the race finish and the connection to the
past.

Footbridge

on the Lower Level

While on the bridge look north towards the Flinders
Street Railway Station. Notice the spot where the water
from the eumemmering (creek) flows from under
Elizabeth Street and enters the Birrarang (Yarra River). It
Is an old Aboriginal bellef that when a creek flows into a
river the meeting place of the waters is the Kameruka
{camp of spirit children) waiting to be reborn as human
beings.

The Yarra River that flows through Melbourne was
infact misnamed at the time of white settlement by
surveyor john Helder Wedge who was a member of
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Batman’s party. In August 1835, he was explonng the
Bellarine Peninsula and the coast as far as Cape Addis with
the intention of finding a suitable place to establish a
rownship. Accompanying himy were two aboriginal youths
from the Wathaurung tribe. Wedge's account is as follows:

"On arriving in sight of the river, the two natives who
were with me pointed to the river, and called out Yarra',
“Yarra', which at the time | imagined to be its name, But |
afterwards fearnt that the words were what they used to
designate a waterfall, as they later gave the same
designation to a small fall in the Werribee river, as we
crossed it on our way back to Indented Head'.?
‘Birrarang’ means 'river of mists’, and in the Wathaurung
fanguage ‘Yarra® means falling or free flowing'.

ARTWORK

The painting portrays a scene of traditional daily
Aboriginal life on the Birrarang (Yarra River) before white
settlement. Nortice the spirit children where the creek
enters the river,

Artst Ray Thomas

Prior to white settlement this was the old river crossing
place or bapora, where an Aboriginal named Wharrimee
was responsible for ferrylng people across the river, In
the mid 1840s when the Princes Bridge was under
construction, William Thomas the Protector of
Aborigines at Narre Narre Warren Mission, and a group
of Aborigines were watching a brick maker at work, Billy
Lonsdale, a Westernport Aborigine, seeing the brick
maker smoathing the clay in the mould commented that
the action reminded him of the Kulln creation story. The
story as Interpreted by William Thomas in his recordiﬁgs
Is as follows.

Bunjil the Eagle created two male figures out of clay.
He cut three large sheets of bark and mixed the clay in
one and placed the soft mixture on the ather two sheets.
He shaped the clay into two male figures starting at the
feet, and when he had completed them he performed a
ritval dance around the figures, He then took some
stringy-bark from the tree and made straight and curly
hair which he placed on the head of each figure. Again he
danced around the figures. He called the straight hair
figure Berrook Boorn and the curly hair Kookin Berrook.
He then lay upon each of the figures and breathed into
their nostrils, mouth and navel. The figures stirred and he
danced around them for a third tme. He gave them
speech and movement. Bun|il had creared the first Kulin—
man.?

Bunjil's sister Pallyan the Bat, created woman Ba
Goruk from the waters of the Birrarang (Yarra River).

ARTWORK

The painting depicts the Kulin nation's story of the
creation of men and women,

Artlst Ray Thomas

The Rainbow Serpent appears at this site to remind us of
the central theme of the *Another View' Walking Trail, It is
seen here emerging from the ground, and is the earthly
reflection of the stars in the sky in particular the Milky Way.
As you near the completion of the walk, stop and
contemplate the birth, death and rebirth to which this land
has been a silent witness. The loss of certain rituals and
traditions, their rebirth and revival, and the birth of
cultures and rituals from other lands—a changing landscape
that embodies the spirit of the Rainbow Serpent forever.




ARTWORK

The p mosaic il the Rainbow Serpent
appearing from the ground and the footprints lead cowards
the next site. It was produced collaboratively by the artists

and residents at the Galiamble Men's Recovery Centre,

tctoria Monument

The image of Queen Victoria is self-assured inspiring
hope; end! and P in her ]
throughout the celonies of the British Empire. The four
figures recessed beneath her on the monument are
allegorical representations of ‘wisdom’. ‘progress’,
*history’ and ‘justice’.

Through diaries, journals. paintings and later
photography, the early white settlers were avid
documentors of the Aboriginal people. But
ethnocentrism, or the belief in the superiority of their
own culture lay at the base of many of their cbservations.
Records of Aboriginal traditional lifestyle generally
stressed how the two cultures differed and depicted the
Aboriginal way of life as inferior.

In interpreting the ‘history' of this country, the
Europ did not comprehend the forty th d years
and more of Aboriginal setement prior to their arrival.
Nor did they understand the ‘wisdom' of the ceremonial
rituals and customs, as they believed the Aborigines were
Jiving without the benefit of God'3 The rapid rate and
spread of land settlement by the Europeans was upheld as
‘progress’ by the Colonial Administration in Britain. But to
the Aborigines, who maoved in search of food and did not
tend crops or animals, the purchase and settlement of
land was an unknown concept, At the time of white
settiement Aborigines became subjects of Great Britain
and in the eyes of the law they were equal and ‘justice’
prevailed. But in reality the treatment was often illegal and

K &

unjust. For example, in I840, sixteen innocent Aboriginal
women and children died from eating poisoned damper.
Connell, an overseer with the Henty Brothers of Portland,
was alleged as the p An investi

revealed no evidence against him that could stand up in
court®

Buried here, under the farge granite rock marked by the
National Aboriginal Flag, are the skeletal remains of thirty
elght Aboriginal people from tribes across Unungan
(Victoria).# Until their return to tribal elders in 1988, the
remains had been locked in a vault in the State Museumn of
Victoria. Now they are reunited with their land.

Rise from the grave

Reldase your anger and pain
AN you soar with the winds
Bock to your homelands

There find peace with our

SpivinattMachey the land

Befure Jril"ifn&,u]j' i thie Dieantiime

ARTWORK

The cluster of five painted ghostiike Eucalypt poles
adorned with the spirit people, the Rainbow Serpent and
the red ribbons, stand above the Burial Rock honouring
the Aboriginal people of Unungan (Victoria).




Laburguien and Anight =, 1451 Hare Brothers aftar Willan Stratt, Inbograph

ard VII Monument

In October |837, William Lonsdale the first Police
Magistrate in Victoria, appointed Charles De Villiers to
form a Native Police Corps consisting of Aboriginal
troopers. |t was intended to select all the troopers from
the same clan In order to minimise fighting within the
Corps 3 Billibeltary, a head man of the Kulin nation whose
thumb print appears on the Treaty of Doutta Galla,
believed that the establishment of a Native Police Force
would help p d ding and respect t
Aborigines and the new settlers. It was through his
powerful influence that fellow tribal members joined the
force. After a year Billibellary became disillusioned and
resigned. The initial attempt to form a Native Police
Corps was abandoned in Victoria less than two years after
its establishment. A Native Police was eventually
established in Victoria in |842 under Superintendent
LaTrobe, the local head of the Port Phillip government.
Native Police Corps were established throughout
Australia but by far the most lethal force used against the
Aborigines was the Qi fand Native Mounted Police.
There were numerous incidents where the Native Police ,

La Trobe Callection State Ubracy. of Victaria

often cajeled by their European officers, were responsible
for murder and other atrocities against thelr own people.
The Native Police were still being used in a modified form
in the more remote parts of Queensland in the early 20th
century.!

Flinders Statue

When Matthew Flinders circumnavigated the Australian
continent in 1802-3, he was accompanied by an Aborigine
named Bungaree of the Dharuk tribe of New South
Wales, who had sailed with Flinders in the Norfolk up the
Queenstand coast in 1799. Bungaree was thus the first
A lian to ci Vi the His di
was highly praised by Flinders in his account of his Voyage
and his achi Is ded in the Dictionary
of Biography.3s

ARTWORK

The cross-shaped box is an artistic interpretation of the
effects of colonisation on indigenous people across
Victoria. The cross also recalls the four star configuration
that in Aboriginal mythology symbolised B I, the
emu constellation known today as the Southern Cross. It
was a powerful matriarchal symbol for Aboriginal people.
Early settlers saw the cross symbol etched on burial trees
and rocks and believed it to be a Christian symbol.?
Artist Megan Evang

Wills Monument

in 1860, the Victorian Exploring Expedition set off to
cross the continent from south to north, Robert O'Hara
Burke, the leader of the ill-fated expedition, believed that
it was not necessary to employ Aboriginal trackers as was




‘common at the time. In the early stages of
the party journeyed inland and
Aboriginal tribes, Writings from their journals

that the leaders viewed Aborigines with some disdain. %
Several months later Burke, Wills and King returned to
Coopers Creek in South Australia to find that the depot
party had given them up as lost and had lefc several hours
earlier. The three men survived for two months on the
supplies left by the depot party and provisions from the

Yuntruwanta tribe. After two months Burke and Wills
died—worn out and weakened by the ordeal; Burke had
mupm '.w»msmdmammm

with water. They 'mumd‘th-:evmmbmdd\e
rainbow and performed as the messengers for
ceremonies !

ARTWORK
The brass inlay Is an interpretation of the Karak Goruk
{seven sisters).

- Artst Ray Thomas

‘your search for knowledge. We are a the Spiric Children

you. muu:mqp«mm

of Bundaiyan (Australiz).

When your exes are open you give yourself the
apportnity of seeing the world from another view.
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